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OUR CONDITION
Though I am impatient to get swaraj, I can be equally patient
and wait for it. It is my advice to all to be like me. It will be
easy to win swaraj if we really adopt the means we have decided
to adopt. Without them, I think it impossible to get swaraj not
only this year but in this generation.
We should bear in mind that we are altogether in a different
position than others. Our numbers are our strength, and they
are also our weakness. In no other country except India are there
followers of two different religions who, right to this day, regard
each other as enemies; in no other country do the majority of the
people have a cowardly fear of using arms and in no other coun-
try are human beings the victims of so much hatred as Dheds
and Bhangis are in India. Hence, the remedies for the ills of our
country should also be new.
LEST WE FORGET
I hope Gujarat will not remain complacent. Our task will
not be accomplished with wooden swords. The sword of satya-
graha is stronger and sharper than a sword of steel. Fighting with
it is no child's-play but a serious affair. There is no room in it
at all for falsehood. If we learn to be truthful, we can win swaraj
this year.
We will not, however, act in a different way after we have
won swaraj, and our difficulties will not have decreased. At present
most of us are engaged in fighting, that is, in receiving blows. But
afterwards we shall have to build, find solutions to delicate
problems and to run the government. Will we reintroduce un-
touchability at that time? Will we wear less khadi, or more
rather? Will we set fire to the spinning-wheels, or have more of
them working? Will the Hindus and the Muslims then forget
each other and both forget the Christians and the Parsis and
behave as-utter strangers to one another? Shall we have then
no schools to run? On the contrary, shall we not have to run
even the schools which are at present known as Government
schools? Shall we then be crowding the courts, or will the very
system of pleading be altered and important changes introduced
in the constitution of the courts ? Let no one be too sure, either,
that all at once we shall have a profusion of efficient people. If
there is scarcity of such persons today, there will be more of it
afterwards. We shall have to run the administration. For this,
we have sown the seed at Nagpur. As we have sown, so shall
we reap,